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"SEE'HA KA'.YANAMU" 

(Yakshagana NataK) 



by 
SHAHAJI 



OPINION OF SCHOLARS 



S-5 



PLETHORA OF MATERIAL 

From\ 

Sri Nidadavolu Venkata Rao, M. A. 

(Retd. Professor in Telugu, University of Madras), 

"Lakshmikanta Nilayam" 

2-2-1137/5 

New Nallakunta. 

Hyderabad-44. 

Date: 9-2-1972 

To 

Sri S. R. Rama Murty, I. A. S. 
Secretary for Education, 
Government of Andhra Pradesh, 
Hyderabad. 

Sir, 

I received a complimentary copy entitled "SITAKALYANAM" 
published by the Andhra Pradesh Government Oriental Manuscripts 
Library and Research Institute. 

Apart from other things, I was much attracted by the valuable 
foreword to it written by Vangmayamahadhyaksha Dr. V. Gopala- 
krishnaiah, the present Joint Director of the Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library and Research Institute. 

Yakshagana Literature is being worked out by scholars for the 
last four decades, but up till now, no scholar has dealt with the subject 
more deeply than Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah. He has given us through his 
foreword many interesting and original points, relating to the 
Yakshagana and its development. He has also clarified many terms, 
giving their true connotation and elucidated the inseparable connection 
between Sangita and Sahitya. 

I append below some of the new features of the foreword. 

Hitherto scholars believed that Yakshagana Literature flourished 
in the time of Palakuriki Somanada in the 12th century A.D. But 
here the Doctor pioved that it existed even from the earliest times, by 
tracing the origin of the words Yaksha and Gana (Music) to Vedas, which 
are the main sources for our sangita and sahitya the inseparable twin arts. 
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The Yakshas as a particular class of deities appear in Vedas and 
Puranas. They are also found in Buddhistic Literature. As, they are 
of divine origin, they can change their forms, and had relations with 
Gandharvas, Vidyadharas and Kinnaras, known to us as divine 
musicians. The Yakshas also were musicians as there is a separate Raga 
in Music called Yaksha Priya and through other works on music. 

In this connection, the Doctor, exhibited his varied scholarship 
in Sangita and placed before us his theory, that the intensive aptitude of 
the Yakshas for music-Gana might have been the origin of the word 
Yakshagana. 

He then proves, that Yakshagana is both Divine and human. 
He illustrates this, by quoting the stories of Kubera and Ravana, who 
belonged to Ramayana times. Kubera is the ruler of Yakshas and he 
is also known as Kinnaresa - the Lord of Kinnaras who are also musicians. 
By the story of Kubera, the human aspect of Yakshagana is established. 

YAKSHARATRI 

Yaksharatri is a pastime observed on Pournami (full moon day) 
from earliest times. But some scholars equated this with the word 
Dipavali. But in all the literature connected with the Dipavali, there is 
no reference to the Yakshas. But from Tantric studies, we can find 
out the real meaning of Yaksharatri. There is a Yakshini (Feminine 
gender) Tulasi, Sakti worshipped on Kartika Pournami day. Even now 
on Kartika Pournami the Tulasi Puja performance will be celebrated 
with its completion. In this time there will be dance and music festivals 
and since, they related to Tulasi Yakshini, the word Yakshagana might 
nave been originated. 

JAKKULA PATA - YAKSHAGANA 

Sans J SS? ""T '? " ""^ n S u > m P'"'d tor Sanskrit Yakshagana. 

at, n~,m ' ^ \ kk ' ' J " tkulU ' Since Jakkul considered 
as a pure Telugu word, scholars opined that original, (here is a class 
W into known as Jaktah,, who developed a particular kind of dance 

~ * 
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music sung at the time of the performance of the Jakkini dance. It 
cannot therefore be equated with entire Yakshagana, which consists 
of various kinds of music in Ragas and Talas. 

KURAVANJI - YAKSHAGANA 

Kuravanji is a kind of Desi dance in TamiJnadu late Veturi derived 
the word Kuravanji from the kind of dance performed by Kuruvas, 
a hill tribe in the Telugu country. Kurava angi Kurava's - anji means 
foot. In Telugu we find like Yakshaganas, Kuravanjis also. They 
are styled as "Yerukula Kuravanji" - these are generally performed 
by "Yerukulif a class of hill tribes. This particular kind of Yerukula 
Kuravanji is also described as Yadukula Kuravanji - dance that 
relates to Yadukula or Yadavakula, who are not at all hill tribes. No 
doubt there are hill tribes, like Yerukavandru, and Yanadivandru, but 
it cannot be stated that Kuravanji or Yakshagana relates to a particular 
kind of tribe and that they are a tribal origin. 

Moreover, in Sangita, there is a Raga known as "Kuranji Raga". 
Here Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah places before us his subtle knowledge of 
Musical Science by giving the Arohana and Avaraohana and also of 
Talas. He rightly connect "Kurucha Jampe TakT with * "Kuranji Raga/ 
Kuravanji might have been a variant of Kuranji Raga (From this part 
of the foreword, it can be surmised that Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah has 
given the names of Ragas and Talas to the padas in the present Yaksha- 
gana as they will not be generally indicated in the original). 

MARGA - DESI 

The two terms Marga and De>i (Classical end Indigenous) 
first originated from sangita. The Marga .sangita I.e. Sangita is that 
w'hich is enunciated by Bharata, and Desi Sangita is the style which is 
in vogue in various regions or localities. The two terms later on were 
applied to Sahitya or Literature. In Telugu the literary types that 
evolved on the basis of Mahakavyas, in Sanskrit with Sanskrit metres 
is named as Marga Kavita, while the Dwipada, Geya, Udaharana and 
Yakshagana, with Desi or indigenous metres is called Desi Kavita. The 
Sanskrit metres are also known as Askhara Chandassulu, and the Desi 
as Matrachandassulu. 

Hence, the Doctor acquaints us with his mastery over the Science 
of Prosody and proves, that there is no difference in Prosody, as Marga 
and Desi - by stating that the countless Sama, Artha and Vishama Vrittas, 
can be deduced from Sanskrit. Prosody, and all the Vrittas 
which we are particulary indicating as Telugu metres are of Marga 
origin, and since there is no Marga or Desi distinction in Prosody in 
Sanskrit the poetry also cannot be distinguished in such a manner. 
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He also proves, that Desi is but a variation of Marga, by taking 
into consideration, a number of Marga ragas named Desi and Desi 
ragas as Marga. One notable point is, that there is "Marga Desi Raga" 
in Sangita, and this established beyond doubt that, Desi has no separate 
existence but is a variant of Marga in its evolution. The Desi 
rachana in Telugu may be defined as the author's skill in moulding the 
prosody and language according to the genius of the Telugu language 
on Sanskrit and 'Desi models' as Telugu and Sanskrit are inseparable. 

SANSKRIT YAKSHAGANAS 

In this Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah proves, that the first Kavya in the 
Sanskrit Literature Valmiki Ramayana, is a Yakshagana Kavya as 
Valmiki himself states that his Ramayana is actually sung by Kusalavas 
before Rama and his audience. He states that we cannot say that the 
whole of Ramayana is sung by Kusalavas, in one particular Raga or 
Tala. They must have sung, that Kavya in consonance with various 
ragas, and Bhavas, according to the situations in the story and must 
have captivated the heart of Rama and others by their mellifluous music. 
He also explained further that Ramayana is not only a Sahitya work, but 
also a Sangitha work, embodying the principles of Gandharva Sangita. 

This is a point well worth consideration. We are studying 
Ramayana purely from literary aspect, and this foreword brings to our 
minds the fact that it has to be studied from a musical view point. 

The famous Gita Govinda and its imitations like Gita Girisa also 
written in Sanskrit, contains Desi compositions like Dhavalam, Bhrama- 
ram and Mangalam, and hence they can also be styled as Yakshaganas. 

TELUGU YAKSHAGANAS 

The Telugu Yakshagana is in vogue from the last one thousand 
years and we can deduce from Panditaradhya Charitra of Somanatha, 
that there were performance of Yakshaganas just like Dramas, with 
characters, costumes and music. The Telugu stage was in existence 
even at time, as known from the quotations given in this work shadow 
plays, Mono actions were performed on the stage and all the Sivalilas 
are performed through these performances. 

As the language used in the Yakshaganas is classical, Yakshagana 
in Telugu can be classified as a type of Drama based on Sanskrit 
Uparupakas. This also reveals the fact, that Yakshagana belongs to 
Marga than Desi. 

About the present Yakshagana Sita Kalyanam also, he has 
brought to light some new points, which are left in the introduction. 
Regarding the Text, he points out, that in this work Janaka belonged to 
Chandravamsa but Valmiki Ramayana clearly stated that Janaka belongs 
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to Surya Vamsa. He placed this fact before the scholars for consider^-"* 
tion and research. He then discusses about the origin of which & 
Daruvu frequently used in this as well as other Yakshaganas. He als^ 
describes the various situations in which it is used in this Yakshagan^- 

He also presents to us some interesting points about Gadya^ 
Kaivaram and Sutradhara. 

About Sutradara he has for the first time given not only the defini- 
tion, but also his importance in both Yakshagana and Drama up till no\v- 

The subject of Yakshagana literature is studied purely from a 
historical point of view and not from a literary point of view. 

The present foreword by the present Joint Director reveals the 
fact that there is & plethora of material for an advanced literary research 
in Yakshagana and focusses the attention of scholars for a deep and 
penetrating study on classical lines on this subject. 

This is the first time, that how intensively we have to study 
Yakshagana in all its aspects to evaluate its place in the history of 
Telugu literature. In this connection I congratulate the Government that 
a Scholar of Dr. Gopalakrishnaiah's calibre is now the Joint Director of 
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library. 

It is hoped that Scholars will take up the study on the lines of 
the foreword so as to bring about an authoritative and comprehensive 
History of Yakshagana literature in Telugu. 

Yours faithfully, 
N. Venkata Rao 



flsrtftf og>*&*<3, M.A. (Rons.) Ph.D. 

fij> rt> 

Professor and Head, Telugu Department, Osmania University 
18-4 R. T., Barkatpura, Hyderabad-27. 



Joint Director, 

Government Oriental Manuscripts Library and Research Institute, 

Afzalgunj, Hyderabad-12, (A. P.) 
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